
          

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

‘Without continual growth and progress, such words as improvement, achievement, and 
success have no meaning.’ Benjamin Franklin 
 

VCE Centre has begun. 
Under the Victorian Government Capital Funding Program for Non-
Government Schools Mt Hira College has been given a grant for the develop-
ment and construction of a new VCE and Science room facility.  The funding 
will develop a two storey facility.  On the ground floor there will be two senior 
Science rooms with separate spaces for theory and practical work including a 
preparation room and staff facilities.  There will also be two teaching and 
learning spaces located on the ground floor and one breakout space for the 
VCE Students.  The first floor will be constructed as a dry shell and fitted out at 
an other stage with three learning spaces, several group spaces for collabora-
tive learning, two lecture rooms, staff space and amenities. 
 

Ian Mckenzie 
College Principal 
imckenzie@mthira.vic.edu.au 
 
  
 

 

                                               The Virtue of Knowledge 

Ilm (knowledge) actually is an attribute of Allah the Almighty and is figuratively used for human be-

ings. Servants of Allah gain virtue and value as much as they are bestowed with shares from Allah’s 

attribute of knowledge. 

Islam gives utmost value on knowledge. In the Holy Qur’an the term ‘ilm’(knowledge) and related 

terms are repeated hundreds of times. It is asked from humans to know one’s Lord, to learn the 

Qur’an and Sunnah, and to acquire the knowledge which will bring happiness in this world and the 

Hereafter. Praising those with knowledge, it is stated in the Qur’an that: 

‘’ Allah will rise up, to (suitable) ranks, those of you who believe and who have been grated 

knowledge. And Allah is well acquainted with all you do. Al-Mujadilah 58:11 

Allah has commanded the Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h)to pray to advance his knowledge only, and 

He did not command him to pray to advance or increase anything else. In another noble verse it is 

expressed that: ‘’….say,’’O my Lord! Advance me in knowledge’’. Taha 20:114. To be continued. 

Muhammed Sezgin: Head of Religious Affairs 
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Student Free Days for the  

Remainder of 2017 

Thursday 12th October  

(Interviews) 

Monday 6th November  

(Melbourne Cup) 

Tuesday 7th November  

(Melbourne Cup) 

27th November  

(Curriculum Day) 

28th November  

(Curriculum Day) 

Term Dates 

End of Term Three: 

Thursday 22nd September 

Beginning of Term Four: 

Monday 9th October 

End of Term Four: 

Thursday 14th December 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Julie Parker: 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL    

ACADEMIC AND INNOVATION 

jparker@mthira.vic.edu.au 

 

Multi Tasking 
Many young people prefer to multi task when it comes to do-
ing their homework – they need the television on at the same 
time, or to be listening to music, or at the computer chatting 
with friends or talking on the phone. Their claim is that it helps 
them learn and doesn’t distract them in any way. Most adults 
struggle with this idea and can’t possibly see how it could 
work but often they give in and think that they may well be 
right – the world is a different place now.  

  

Of course when we were doing homework we didn’t have such 
things as mp3 players [or televisions for some of us] so we 
haven’t experienced the joys of multi tasking in that way.  

  

Well research has come to our aid and can help us both under-
stand and explain things to them as we ask that they turn all 
electronic devices off for the duration of their homework 
hour.  

  

Multi-tasking splits the brain's focus and lowers efficiency 
which means that they are effectively concentrating on two 
separate things. They are more likely to get distracted to the 
TV than homework because it is more enjoyable. Since watch-
ing TV while doing their homework slows them down it makes 
more sense to do them separately. Help them to do some 
homework, and then be rewarded with a brief break to watch 
a little TV. Then get back to doing homework so that it can be 
finished and enjoy the rest of the evening.  

  

The jury is still out on the effect of background music. Some 
studies show that soft, background music (Baroque, Mozart, 
etc.) may actually enhance learning and test-taking in right-
brain learners. However, Mozart is not the most popular music 
that students have downloaded on their iPods. In many in-
stances they listen to noise that I struggle to even call music 
and I seriously doubt that will provoke any form of learning. 

  

The key is to provide a clean, light, quiet space for them to 
complete their homework as quickly and efficiently as possible 
– then they can go and listen and watch what they want. They 
aren’t being motivated to work by multi-tasking.  

  

Written by Nigel Lane. www.nigellane.com.au Used by permis-
sion 

Tim Campbell: 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL    

ADMINISTRATION 

tcampbell@mthira.vic.edu.au 

 

Semester Two Parent/Student/Teacher Inter-
views –  

Junior, Middle and Senior School  

Term Four, Thursday 12th October 2017 

 

Foundation-Year Twelve Parent/Teacher interviews will be con-

ducted on Thursday 12th October 2017.  The interviews provide 

parents with the opportunity to discuss their child’s/children’s 

progress with teachers.  

 

We encourage all parents to attend an interview which allows 
some feedback and sharing information between parents and 
teachers. Students are also expected to attend the interviews 
with their parents. Research indicates that parents, students and 
teachers working together will result in the highest potential 
outcomes for students and by attending their interviews stu-
dents will benefit from the direct feedback they are receiving 
from their teachers. 

 

Thursday 12th October will be a student free day at the College 
for all Junior, Middle and Senior School students. The interviews 
will commence at 8.30am and conclude at 6.30pm. Staff mem-
bers will be having a break for morning tea, lunch and afternoon 
tea at 10:30-11:00am, 1:00-1:40pm and 4:00-4:20pm respective-
ly. 

 

All Junior school interviews will take place in teacher classrooms. 
Year Six appointments will take place in the teacher classrooms 
(6M/6N). Year Seven-Twelve interviews will take place in the 
gym and students are required to book appointments with their 
subject teacher by filling in their appointment sheet. Year Seven-
Twelve appointment times will be seven minutes to allow for 
increased feedback and questions from parents. Primary School 
interviews run for fifteen minutes. 

 

Please communicate effectively with your child and ensure where 
possible they organise appropriate interview times that are actually 
available and pre-organised which you are available to attend. For 
Junior students appointments can be organised either in person or 
via SEQTA in the event where a child cannot organise their own ap-
pointments. 

http://nlane.ontraport.net/c/s/vJ0/Urn/6/v/zz/6ZgwxG/szoS3KFT5B


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visitors from China and Japan 

Tournament of Minds 
 

 

The Secondary and Junior TOM teams took on the Social Science 
challenge with enthusiasm, meeting on a weekly basis to brain-
storm and create their solution to an ever growing problem. Stu-
dents had a short five weeks to finalise their presentation and had 
to create script, costumes and props themselves. It was tricky 
getting it started, but overtime the students were  able to meet 
any obstacle head on and practised on a daily basis to be full 
prepped for the tournament day. They would definitely recom-
mend others give it a go next year!   

Denise Kovacs 

Around the  

College 

I really enjoyed my tour of Mt Hira Col-

lege. Thank you very much. 

我非常喜歡我的希拉學院之旅。 非常

感謝你。 

I really enjoyed my tour of Mt Hira 

College. Thank you very much. 

平山山のツアーを本当に楽しみま

した。 どうもありがとうございまし

た。 



Mt Hira College competed in their first girls AFL tournament on Tuesday 29th August. Selected students from years seven, 
eight and nine were chosen to represent the school competing against 10 other Islamic schools at Ikon Park in Carlton. The 
day was a great success where the girls learnt a lot of AFL skills, team work and resilience strategies. With two wins and 
two losses, Mt Hira College finished 3rd in their pool, narrowly missing out on finals. This was a huge effort for their first 
time competing in AFL! Kicking a total of twelve goals and seven  behinds for the day was a great result. We are looking 
forward to performing even better next year.   Sam Woods 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                             

ducks _____ cows_____ 

Put your solution in the folder outside Miss Ashley’s office by next Friday 15th of  

September to go into the draw to win a prize! 

Congratulations to Khadija Abdelkader (5K) 

and Gabriella Brown (5S) for winning the Liter-

acy and Numeracy Week Maths Puzzle Com-

petition. 

Solutions:  

EASY – 19  

MEDIUM – 146 

Well done to all the students who entered! 

  Year Seven Math Games Day 
Mt Hira College was fortunate to host the annual MAV 

(Mathematics Association of Victoria) Year Seven Games 

Day. Over two hundred and fifty students from a myriad 

of schools gathered in the College gym for a competition 

all based on Mathematical games. The friendship, com-

radery and healthy competition was evident all day. Con-

gratulations to all involved. The results were: 

First Place:       Mt Scopus College 

Second Place: Camberwell Grammar School  

Third Place:     Tintern Grammar 

 






